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PPA T e x t re lat ing to Environmental J u s t i c e
( N o t e : T e x t in capi ta l l e t t er s was added for the year 2000 u p d a t e )

Enhancing the environmental quality for everyone, regardles s of race, income or culture, is a high
priority for the EPA. The EPA Region VHI o f f i c e is organized to address the area of
Environmental J u s t i c e by examining its actions and assuring that every community is pro t e c t ed .
E N V I R O N M E N T A L J U S T I C E ( E J ) M E A N S T H E F A I R T R E A T M E N T O F PEOPLE O F A L L
RACES A N D I N C O M E W I T H R E S P E C T T O T H E D E V E L O P M E N T , I M P L E M E N T A T I O N ,
A N D E N F O R C E M E N T O F E N V I R O N M E N T A L L A W S , R E G U L A T I O N S A N D P O L I C I E S .
FAIR TREATMENT IMPLIES THAT NO GROUP OF PEOPLE SHOULD S H O U L D E R A
D I S P R O P O R T I O N A T E S H A R E O F N E G A T I V E E N V I R O N M E N T A L I M P A C T S
R E S U L T I N G FROM T H E E X E C U T I O N O F E N V I R O N M E N T A L P R O G R A M S .

A n t i c i p a t e d A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s :
* During F Y 9 7 - 9 8 , the EPA will init iate a p r o j e c t in C o l o r a d o to incorporate community-based
and p o l l u t i o n prevention concep t s in an environmental j u s t i c e e f f o r t . The EPA will work with the
C D P H E , local heal th department s , community groups, chambers of commerce and other business
groups to: 1) increase awareness of environmental issues in the area; 2) improve small businesses
under s tanding of regulatory requirements; and, 3) prov id e compl iance assistance through written
guidance and a series of workshops that will incorporate p o l l u t i o n prevention techniques.
* During F Y 9 8 , the EPA will provide a h a l f - d a y training in environmental j u s t i c e to the C D P H E .
T h i s training will h e l p f u r t h e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of environmental j u s t i c e issues and how to addre s s
them.
* the EPA and the CDPHE will work to d e v e l o p a s trategy that i d e n t i f i e s how environmental
j u s t i c e issues will be addre s s ed and how to d e v e l o p ways to incorporate environmental j u s t i c e in
program activities.
* The EPA will provide grants outreach and o p p o r t u n i t i e s for state involvement in the various EJ
grants programs. The EPA wil l keep the CDPHE informed of environmental j u s t i c e grants,
outreach ac t iv i t i e s and will n o t i f y the O f f i c e of the Executive Director at C D P H E in advance of
such ac t iv i t i e s .
* The EPA wi l l continue to work with the C D P H E on the Environmental J u s t i c e / B r o w n f i e l d s
P r o j e c t with Community Partners and Revi ta l i za t i on .



* T O E N S U R E A C T I V E P A R T I C I P A T I O N , PROVIDE I N P U T EARLY I N
E N V I R O N M E N T A L D E C I S I O N - M A K I N G , A N D A D D R E S S E N V I R O N M E N T A L J U S T I C E
C O N C E R N S , E P A W I L L E N H A N C E P A R T N E R S H I P S A N D C O O R D I N A T I O N W I T H
S T A K E H O L D E R S , I N C L U D I N G E F F E C T E D C O M M U N I T I E S , F E D E R A L , T R I B A L ,
S T A T E A N D L O C A L G O V E R N M E N T S , E N V I R O N M E N T A L O R G A N I Z A T I O N ,

N O N P R O F I T O R G A N I Z A T I O N S A C A D E M I C I N S T I T U T I O N S , A N D B U S I N E S S A N D
I N D U S T R Y .
* E P A W I L L WORK D I R E C T L Y W I T H T H E S E S T A K E H O L D E R S T O A S S U R E
IMPLEMENTATION OF E X E C U T I V E ORDER 12898, "FEDERAL ACTIONS TO
A D D R E S S E N V I R O N M E N T A L J U S T I C E I N M I N O R I T Y P O P U L A T I O N S A N D LOW-
I N C O M E P O P U L A T I O N S . "
* EPA WILL PROVIDE A C C E S S TO EPA REGION 8 G E O G R A P H I C INFORMATION
S Y S T E M E J T O O L . T H I S S Y S T E M P R O V I D E S D E M O G R A P H I C I N F O R M A T I O N A N D
M A P P I N G C A P A B I L I T I E S .
* E P A P L A N S T O E V A L U A T E P O T E N T I A L E N V I R O N M E N T A L C O N C E R N S
A S S O C I A T E D W I T H F A C I L I T I E S I N N O R T H DENVER A N D T H E S U R R O U N D I N G
AREA. T H E S E E V A L U A T I O N S W I L L I N C L U D E I N S P E C T I O N S , C O M P L I A N C E
D E T E R M I N A T I O N S , A N D P O T E N T I A L E N F O R C E M E N T A C T I O N S .

The full text of this document (about 350 p a g e s ) may be viewed at the CDPHE web site:
h t t p : / / w w w . c d p h e . s t a t e . c o . u s / c d p h e h o m . a s p


